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Message Text 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 YAOUND 03281 290903Z 
ACTION DLOS-09 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO FEA-01 ACDA-10 AGRE-00 AID-05 
CEA-01 CEQ-01 CG-00 CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO 
DOTE-OO EB-08 EPA-04 ERDA-07 FMC-02 TRSE-00 H-02 
INR-07 INT-05 10-14 JUSE-00 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
NSF-02 OES-07 OMB-01 PA-02 PM-05 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-15 /145W 

130625 290932Z/13 

R 209065 5Z JUL 77 
FM AMEMBASSY YAOUNDE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2690 
INFO US MISSION USUN 0656 

UNCLAS YAOUNDE 3281 

E.O. 1 1652 N/A 
TAGS: PLOS, CM 

SUBJECT : LAW OF THE - US THREAT TO WITHDRAW 

REF: YAOUNDE 3245 

FOLLOWING IS INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION OF REUTERS ITEM WHICH 
APPEARED CAMEROON PRESS SERVICE JULY 27: 

1 . MARITIME LAW: ABOUT THE US THREAT TO WITHDRAW FROM THE 
CONFERENCE. 

2. UNITED NATIONS, JULY 27 (REUTER). THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE 
UNITED STATE FROM THE UNITED NATIONS CONFERENCE ON MARITIME LAW 
WOULD BE CATASTROPHIC. THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CONFERENCE, 

MR. SHIRLEY AMERASINGHE (SRI LANKA) DECLARED ON MONDAY, ECHOING 
THE AMERICAN THREATS, PUT FORTH LAST WEEK BY AMBASSADOR ELIOT 
RICHARDSON. THE EIGHT -WEEK SESSION LED TO UNQUESTIONABLE PROGREES, 
ESTIMATED MR. AMERASINGHE, WHO MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE UNITED STATE 
ATTACHED PARTICULAR IMPORTANCE TO THE PROBLEM UNDER DISCUSSION, 
NAMELY THE EXPLOITATION OF THE SEA BOTTOM S MONERAL RESOURCES. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 YAOUND 03281 290903Z 

THE AMERICANS ARE THE ONLY PEOPLE WITH THE TECHNOLOGY ENABLING 
THEM 

TO PLAN AN EXPLOITATION OF THOSE RESOURCES IN THE NEAR FUTURE, 

THAT IS, IN THE BEST OF CASES, NOT BEFORE 1983 

3 . EVOKING THE AMERICAN CRITICISMS ON THE PRODURE ADOPTED 
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DURING THE LAST SESSION, CHAIRMAN AMERASINGH DECLARED THAT HE WAS 
HIMSELF DISSATISFIED WITH IT. MR. RICHARDSON COMPLAINED LAST 
WEDNESDAY THAT THE PROPOSAL FOR EXPLOITATION OF DEEP SEABEDS 
PUT FORWARD BY A HANDFUL OF DELEGATES WAS ABSOLUTELY 
UNACCEPTABLE TO THE UNITED STATES. MR. AMERASINGH DENIED THE 
HYPOTHESIS OF A COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMENTEES IN THAT MATTER AND STATED CLEARLY THAT THE 
CONFERENCE 

HAD DECIDED THAT THAT TEXT WOULD NONLY SERVE AS A BASIS FOR THE 
NEGOTIATIONS AND THAT IT WOULD NOT TAKE AWAY FROM ANY DELEGATION 
THE RIGHT TO PROPOSE AMENDMENTS. 

MITHOEFER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
*** Current Classification *** UNCLASSIFIED 
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